Call for

mission

to investigate

‘city’ on

Mars

* By ADRIAN BERRY, Science Correspondent
PHDTDGRAPHIC evidence of what may be

orelics of a vanished alien civilisation on
Mags is to be presented next month to
Pregident Reagan’s science adviser by a team

of American scientists.

“They ho

to persuade the Government of the

desitability of sending a joint American-Soviet mission

to Mars to investigate the
evidence before tha
Russians decided to do it
along,

The evidence includes a
mileswide rock apparently
carvetl in the perfect semb-
lanca of a homan-tvpe face
and *Eeveral pyramids
arrafged symmetrically in
what appears to be the
remains af a city.

All these objects are located
In the region called Cvdonia
The $face™ is at 41 desrees
North,and nine degrees West,

Research expanded

The research has been

expanded to include the Cop-

*tan e a

many different ficlds of exper-

tise from ibe VUpiversity of
California.

The photographs were taken
in 1976 by the orbiting
American Viking spacecraft,
Bul, Because the craft took
menv" thouzands of pictures,
nobody until recently took the
trouble to examine these ones
in detil.

The spack ‘community is
strongly  divided over whether
these " objects “are really artl-
ficial Yor merely freak condi-
tons “of ‘nature. The NASA
photographs, taken from alti-
tudes, of approximately DHOD
miles,; are freelv available and

have been discussed in
pamphlets by two . scientific
groups, Mars Research of

Glenn Dale, Maryland, and the
Independent Mars Investigation
Team, of Oakland, California.

Processing .of the piclure of
the “Tace™ by the Maryland
rmup'_ha; shown details of its
eft &ide which ' in the two
photol hs sere hidden by
shadow. % show ‘2 left eye
socket; a popil, an eveball, and
& continuation of “hair™ around
the forehead af the face.

~ Warm period

In the opinion of Mr Richard
Hoagland, organiser of the
Califopnia team, these disco-
veries, “effectively eliminate”
the idea that the face is a Irick
of Hghting and points to it
bheing .the result of artificial
construction.

Alr Hoagland' said that if this
was the case, then the most
recent period for the construc-

#an of the objects was half a
Mo voears ago, when accord-
ing to current theories about
the history of Mars, the planet
had a warm, wel period.

Afr Hoagland said the geology
this region ‘of Cydoma
suggested that the objects were
on the shore of an ancient lake.
The face would have formed an
island. with the pvramids on
the shore beside it. The sun
would have risen directiy over
the face. Bet the supposition
is that if the obiects really are
the work of alien beings, then
these creatures conld not have
been of a species native to

Mare
All  evidence from space

x d earth-based
ﬂ-m%.,h%.-ﬂﬁ
unlike earth: never had a sully-

ciently  thick atmosphere,  or
sufficient warmth, for a long
enough period to support the
evolution of an intelligent race.

The theory is, therefore, that
any beings who long azo
walked on its surface and who
left these supposed artifacts
were travellers from aoother
solar svstern, whose thips
crossed the vast gulfs between
the stars.

Sovietl plans

They would then either have
perished on Mars or departed
from it as they came.

There is growing evidence
that the Soviet Government
not only believes that the
ghjects may be artificial but is
lanning new missions to exam-
ine them more closely, perhaps
involving robot descents to the
surface.

According to Mr Reginald
Turnhill, editor of the new
Jane's Spaceflight Directory,

the Russigns are planning to
return to Mars in 1986 after a
gaj of 13 years.

“They hope to bring a Mar-
tian orbitter within a few thou-
sand metres of Phobos (one of
the two tiny Martian moons)
and then fly in formation with
this Martian satellite to obtain
higsh resolution photographic
and other data,” Mr Turnhill
said.

Mr Turnhill. a highly respec-
ted writer on space technology,
declined to disclose his sources
for this information on Soviet
space plans, which are seldom

S~

The mile-wide “face” an

officially announced in lﬂ?lllth[

Evidence that the Russians are
planning, in addition, 8 manned
mission to fly in orbit around
Mars has been recently given
by Dr Harrison Schmitt, a
former astronaut who has
walked on the moon and served
a term in the Senate.

Dr Schmitt pointed to the
existence of a huge qunchinﬁ
rocket, pearly as big as the ol
American moon rockets, scen
recently at the Baikonur cosmo-
drome.

He suggested lhat the Rus-
sians would like to have a
“space spectacular” that would
have a stupning prestige effect
on world opinion, to mark the
75th anniversary of the Bol-
shevik Revolution in 1992,

A still more ominous possi-
bility is that the aliens, if they
existed, may have left some-
thing potentially deadly on the

surface of Mars. If they created |

the “face ™ in order lo attract
attention, they might also have
left a *library ", a store of
technological information such
as would have been amassed by
a star-faring civilisation.
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Habitation?'" Wy
&ind Swreet,

Mars. lagmg technigue:

SUE Tevealed deraileiof the
leftside of the face that are hidden in this picture—an eyeball, an eye socket,
a pupil, and a continuation of "hair'’ around the forehead.

on earth for wildlife,
The Prince, president of
World Wildlife Fund Inter-

national, told mere than 200
|guests at a fusd raising
dinner in London: * The wild
| papulations of plants and
animals which share this
world with ws are rapidly
disappearing because of four

major threats,

“The first, is the human
population threat, The world
human population has been
growing at what can only be
described as & suicidal rate.

Two hundred years ago it was
1,000 million which is roughly
what China has today.

|  *“Today, it stands at about
4000 million and it will be
about 6,000 million by the end
| of the century. It may level
off at about 10,000 million by
the middle of next century."

Prince’s alarm at
threat to wildlife
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DRINCE PHILIP fears that a “ pretty daunting™
world population of 10,000 million by the
middle of next century, will leave no room anywhere

The prospects, said Prince
Philip, were “pretty daunting”
and the threat to wildlife
simple, “there is simply no
room for it."

The second threat was

commercial or illegal exploita-
tion of wildlife, whether it be
whales, rhinos, monkeys,
leopards, parrots or trees from
tropical forests.

Inhabitants of the seas, he
said were particularly vuloer
able “as they are free for all
to take as they will"

Development was the third
threat. Ambitions to improve
the lot of poor communities by
financing massive development
projects was * entirely reason-
able and praiseworthy,” said
Prince Philip.

“"RBut the develosment must
provide for sustainable improve-
ments without causing damage
to the natural environment.
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